ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:

Who will make up the team members?

This trip is sponsored by the Collegedale Church and is primarily for our adult members. We will allow academy aged youth to go if at least one of their parents or guardians is also going. There may be others going who have been personally invited for their particular skills. 

Where will we be going?

Our projects will be at Wat Pre Yesu near the city of Siem Reap, the site of the Ankor Ruins. We will also visit the Adventist Mission and the Cambodia Adventist School in Phnom Penh, the capitol of Cambodia. At this time, I’m still in negotiations with the airlines as to price and location of a possible stay-over in another country for touring purposes. At the moment it appears that Singapore will be the most likely location for a stop over on the return trip home.

What will we be doing on this trip?

We will be doing several projects. The main one will be to build a dormitory at Wat Pre Yesu. This is an independent, self supporting and supporting the Seventh-day Adventist church, ministry. http://www.tagnet.org/saltministries/index.htm They operate an orphanage for children orphaned by AIDs. They also operate an elementary school that is growing each year into a full fledged K-12 school for the orphans as well as local children and children of Adventists in the northern part of Cambodia. Wat Pre Yesu has a local church and supports other Adventist churches in the area. They also do training for national Seventh-day Adventist Christians who then go back to their villages and towns to raise up new churches. 

We will be taking a dental team to work on the dental needs of both the orphans and local children. We will also run a children’s VBS style outreach targeting the local children.

This trip will give each of us the opportunity to grow spiritually and culturally by learning to share our Christian experience, by experiencing a different culture and by focusing on the needs of those other than ourselves.

Where will we be staying?

We will have basic hotel rooms although they will be air conditioned. For the stay-over, the hotel rooms will be above average.

What is the cost of this trip?

Preliminary estimates, at this time indicate a total cost of no more than $2,200. Considering the increased cost of travel and fuel, this wouldn’t be a bad increase from the last trip two years ago. This cost includes all expenses for the trip such as airfare, ground transportation, most of the food, lodging, insurance, fees, several touring options and some materials needed for the projects. You will want to bring some extra spending money for snacks, water and souvenirs etc. A detailed budget and trip itemization will be provided at a later date. 

A non-refundable deposit of $50 will be due along with the application.

What shots do I need?

No shots are required for this trip. However, if you haven’t had a tetanus shot in the past ten years you must get one. 

Is a passport and visa required?

You will need to have a valid up to date passport. If you don’t have one, apply ASAP at the Shallowford Road Post Office. If you have one check to be sure it doesn’t expire until six months after we return to the US. If so, you will need to have it renewed. Your visas documents will be provided once we arrive.

Things to know about Cambodia.


Time – Cambodia time is the same as our current time plus twelve hours ahead.


Electricity – Is 220 Volts. You will need to take an Asian Adapter.

Language – The official language is Khmer. Some of the web sites given below have some basic Khmer words which are helpful for you to learn and try using. It will be appreciated by the nationals.

Drinking the water – Never drink, or even brush your teeth with tap water. We will provide bottled water in bulk bottles for you to fill your personal water bottles. Mark them with your name and keep an eye on them or the children will drink from them and you’ll get sick. Individual bottled water is very inexpensive to purchase. Drink lots of water and then drink some more! 

Currency – The currency is the “Riel”. The exchange rate is around 4,125 Riels to the dollar.  

Safety – The areas in which we will be staying will be fairly safe. However it is still advisable to be alert, observant and use your intelligence. Remember you are a “tourist” in a foreign country and are viewed by nationals as having far more wealth than they have. Be sensitive to them and don’t tempt fate by displaying expensive watches, be discreet with your camera gear, and keep personal belongings close by even on the job site. Be especially conscious about your passport and other documents. Be at least as careful as you would be in a big city in the U.S. Be sure to follow the group rules you’ll receive during the orientation which will be scheduled at a later date.

Medical - Please keep all risk type behavior and activities at a minimum. We will have Medical personnel available and have first aid supplies with us, however, injuries in the tropics heal very slowly and we don’t want your trip ruined due to health problems.  Be sure to take a strong sunscreen and use it frequently. If not, you will burn and that will make your life and the rest of the group’s lives miserable. Again, drink lots of water!

NOTE:   Each member of the group will be expected to attend the orientation meetings, work hard, carry their fair share of the load, following the directions of the group leaders. You will be assigned daily duties and your share of devotionals. If everyone carries his or her share of the loads, everyone will have more fun. Work hard and play hard!
Helpful web sites to check out for further information – 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/south_east_asia/cambodia/facts.htm
http://www.cambodia.org/
http://www.mot.gov.kh/
http://www.embassy.org/cambodia/
http://www.visit-mekong.com/cambodia/
TEAM COVENANT

VISION – I commit to the purposes of this trip and will respond to the direction of our team leadership.
TEAMWORK – I commit to being with a group who unites as one, striving to accomplish the same goals of glorifying Christ and increasing His Church. I will be with and stay with the group and surrender my personal agenda to the group agenda.

CONFLICT – I commit to dealing with conflict and approaching difficult situations with truth and grace. I commit to an attitude of forgiveness that reflects itself in understanding and love.
PERSONAL GROWTH – I commit to a lifestyle that is Godly and above reproach. 
SECURITY – I commit to observing the security issues discussed, including communicating my whereabouts to my team leader and I will be responsible for my own personal belongings.
CULTURAL SENSITIVITIES – I commit to approaching the culture of the country with an attitude of a learner and servant. I will guard against criticisms and judgments that could cause harm to relationships.

MINISTRIY OPPORTUNITIES- I commit to being a witness of the love of Jesus to the people we meet throughout the trip. I will cheerfully do what is asked of me, even if it is uncomfortable.

Signed _________________________________________ Date __________

A Word About Money and Financial Support

God is our provider, not people. Trusting Him to supply for your trip is a spiritual adventure of faith. It is part of your growth process that God will take you through to prepare for the task ahead.

· Why Raise Support?

A Prayer Team Will Result. When people are challenged to give financially, they are likely to pray for you, also.

· Your Faith Will Grow

Support raising is a faith journey. When days go by and your support level does not increase, you may be tempted to question your call to missions. Those are the days when you will be challenged to step forward in faith that God has called you and in His time will supply every need. You will learn how to adapt to divergent, difficult, and sometimes desperate circumstances. That’s when you realize that you are so limited and God is so limitless.

· It Broadens the Missionary Vision of the Collegedale Church

The best recruiter for world missions is the missionary themselves. When you meet face-to-face with others, you are able to communicate your vision and your call. Your enthusiasm and dedication stimulates and challenges interest and involvement in missions.

How to Raise Support

1. PRAY that God will lead you in looking for the resources for this trip.

2. EVALUATE your own contribution. Other short-term team members can tell you the surprising places God provides money (unexpected refund checks, garage sales, extra income opportunities). In planning ahead, evaluate what sacrifices you can make in the next few months to contribute toward your trip.

3. LOOK outside of Collegedale. Friends, relatives, co-workers, and neighbors (even unbelievers) will feel blessed to invest in you and God’s leading in your life. Seek out their support.

4. ASK in person if your small group or ministry team friends would pray about God’s leading to give you prayer and/or financial help for this opportunity. No one that does not know you personally should receive a request.
5. Those giving should be reminded that this is above and beyond regular tithes and offering.

** NOTE: If the amount raised two months prior to departure does not equal at least ¾ of the total cost of the trip, you will be informed and asked to consider whether this trip is viable for you at this time.

How to Process Support Money

1. Give a letter to those you are asking, clearly marked with your name, trip, and dates of trip. Include a self-addressed envelope for them to send it back to you, not to the church. That way you can send them a follow-up thank-you note.

2. Checks should be made payable to the Collegedale Church.

Supporters who wish to deduct their support on their taxes:

· Must NOT designate this gift to you anywhere on their check.

· Understand the giving is to the Mission Fund at the Collegedale Church, which will then support your participation, not you individually.

· Any funds above and beyond your trip will be used at the discretion of the Collegedale Church for mission-related activities.

3. Hand-deliver the checks to Wolf Jedamski, Collegedale Church Administrator, by the deadlines.

4. Always follow-up with a personal thank-you note.

5. When you return from the trip, send a report letter to all the people from whom you have requested prayer and support.

Sample Support Letter

Dear Grandma (personalized name is important. Everybody hates form letters),

I’m writing to share with you an exciting and incredible opportunity that I have during Christmas break. I have an opportunity to travel with a Missions team to Cambodia. During our visit to our orphanage in Siem Reap we’ll be able to minister by conducting a children’s outreach evangelistic meeting, helping with the construction of a dormitory, and conducting a dental clinic for both the orphans and the local children. Our purpose is to spread God’s love through the use of our gifts in construction, preaching, teaching, testimonies, singing, and conducting a Bible school for children.

In addition, this trip will be a spiritual enrichment for all who participate. I am very excited to have this growth opportunity in my own spiritual journey. As it is with any great endeavor, this trip will take a lot of time, energy, prayer and financial resource. The time I have, as well as the energy (you know me!), but I need some help with prayer and financial support. I truly believe that the Lord has called me to participate in this mission of spreading His love.

It is my hope that you would support me in this opportunity. Most importantly, I would ask that you pray for me, and for the safety and success of this team. When people pray, great things happen! Also, if you feel moved to help through financial support, please do.

The dates of the trip are December 12 through January 1. It would be great if all donations could be received by November 27, 2006. As with any donations to Collegedale, it is tax-deductible.

Because of your support, I will share God’s love by bringing His light into a dark world. When I return, I would love to share my experiences with you, in order for you to see the results of your investment in me. Thank you for your love, and for your support.

(Sign, don’t type, your signature.) 

